Hamilton County Harvest Food Bank
Food Drive Help Kit

Unbeknownst to many of us living here in Hamilton County, many of our neighbors are
wondering where their next meal will be coming from. 22,370 food insecure individuals
including 5,110 children in Hamilton County, ref. latest data from Feeding America. This
is 1in 15 of our residents. 4.2% overall poverty rate. 72% of residents are likely ineligible
for SNAP benefits due to income restraints. This forces some very tough decisions, such
as “Do | buy food for my children or do | pay my rent and utility bill?”

This increases the reliance on local groups to help.

The flip side of this stark story lies with our local food pantries. Throughout the year over
40 + food pantries in the county open their doors. Families are not judged, but met with
a friendly face, a God Bless, and needed food. Some pantries serve about 20 families a
week, some well over 200. If each family receives only 20+ items each week, this adds up
to 400 — 4000 items each week that each pantry must stock. Making sure those shelves
are not empty is a huge burden for the pantries to bear alone.

Hamilton County Harvest Food Bank, Inc. (HCH) was established in 2009 when several of
the food pantries in the county joined together and set up a new non-profit entity to
assist all Hamilton County food pantries to fulfill the pantrys’ food needs. We have since
expanded to helping children’s meal programs. We try to make sure that the food
pantries can first concentrate on their most important mission, their clients.

Since our inception, we have collected and distributed over 1,500,000 Ibs. of food, or
more importantly 1,250,000 meals. Hamilton County schools, businesses, churches,
families and more are providing the food we need through locally organized food drives.
All donated food will be sorted and distributed to more than forty local pantries and meal
programs at no cost to them. Volunteers are the backbone of the organization and will
help you in your food drive every step of the way.

We thank you so much for your interest in helping our community’s less fortunate by

organizing a food drive. Hopefully the following pages can answer your questions and
provide the necessary items to make this as simple and beneficial as possible.

efficiently help those who are
less fortunate within our community.

HCHFoodBank.org




Details of how Hamilton County Harvest Food Bank can

help you with your food drive

Contact information

fooddrive@hchfoodbank.org

What we can provide for you to collect food in:

We welcome you to use your own collection item(s) that will ideally fit your food drive, but please
also know we can provide collection barrels/ crates if you would desire.

Barrels — 2 sizes, 18” dia. by 28” tall or 22” dia. by 33” tall AND/OR Crates — 30”x20"x14”

If you would like to pick up barrels and/or drop off the food yourself the

food bank is open every Tuesday from 10-11:30 am or Thursday from 9:30

—11:30 am at our 1605 N. 10t" St. Noblesville location (9-noon Nov- Dec).

This option helps our volunteer staff especially during the holiday. Please
use the north entrance by the large garage door. and ask for HCH Food Bank

WHCH volunteers to assist you. We are in the same building with the White River
Christian Church Food Pantry.

|

-

. We provide drop off of the empty barrels and pickup of the filled barrels.
\ \ ’ See above contact information to make arrangements. we are asking that

you arrange for drop-offs and pick-ups on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

We have two types of flyers you can use , see following pages, or you are
also welcome to make your own flyer to use with your food drive. .

Needed Food Items

All non-perishable, current items are welcome for the food bank. Please see attached food drive
list for your food drive. We had the food pantries and meal programs rank their most needed
items to create our Food Drive list.

Monetary Donations

All monetary donations are gladly accepted. Consider a Food Card Drive - A donation of Food or
Gift Cards from Meijer, Kroger, can be used by us and our partners in the purchase of fresh fruits,
vegetables, meat or basic staples year round. Please see attached “Monetary Donation” page to
see how we can fruitfully use your donation.

Publicity for your food drive
Please send highlights of your food drive to ced.lumc@gmail.com with Subject line Facebook —
Name of Group — Food Drive or post to our Facebook page, Hamilton County Harvest Food Bank,



mailto:fooddrive@hchfoodbank.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc62OVWXih9P6l5IHi5PAZ8Y3FA0q2g6n7YXZAaquZhbkvANA/viewform?usp=pp_url
mailto:ced.1umc@gmail.com
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We welcome all monetary donations! Many times throughout the
year, we do not receive enough donated food to keep our shelves
stocked. 50% of the food needed to meet programming needs was
purchased last year.

Consider a Food Card Drive - A donation of Food or Gift Cards from
Meijer or Kroger can be used by us and our partners in the
purchase of fresh fruits vegetables , meat and basic staples year
round. $100 Gift Cards are ideal, any denomination would be gladly
accepted.

Consider online donations.

Please use the attached code to help process.

Donate Online

Or this link:
Donate Online through our HCHFoodBank.org secure website.

Make checks payable to:
Hamilton County Harvest Food Bank, Inc.
P.O. Box 881
Noblesville, IN 46060

The food bank is a full 501¢3 organization allowing all donations to be
fully tax deductible.


http://www.hchfoodbank.org/online-giving/
https://www.hchfoodbank.org/
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